
Description of the project 

 

1. Aim 

Until today, it is a fact too rarely acknowledged by historians that the history of the Jews 

offers new perspectives if it is combined with "general" history. Many Christian ideas and 

processes also become visible in the mirror of Jewish tradition. 

The mutual influences were strong (HAVERKAMP, Europas Juden). Bernhard Blumenkranz 

(BLUMENKRANZ, Révélateur) rightly emphasised this fact decades ago. Recently, it was 

Christoph Cluse who demonstrated this again in his research on the formation and 

organisation of Medieval communities (CLUSE, Jewish Community). In this respect, the 

comparative exploration of the expulsions of the Jews from their territories, which contributed 

considerably to the discussion on the emergence of European national states, has to be 

mentioned (cf. MENTGEN, Vertreibung). 

The project described intends to make a contribution to a fundamental research based on 

material, thus joining the great tradition established by the Monumenta Germaniae Historica 

and the Regesta Imperii. 

 

2. Conception 

The project intends to record all relevant sources on the history of the Jews in the Roman-

German Empire during the Middle Ages, focusing on those sources which can be categorized 

chronologically and spatially. Admittedly it will be very difficult, if not impossible, to collect 

all sources, especially those of the second half of the fifteenth century. Following the basic 

work Germania Judaica III and the three-volume map series on Geschichte der Juden im 

Mittelalter von der Nordsee bis zu den Südalpen, edited by the project leader, the year of 1519 

has been chosen as the closing date. 

 

2.1. Geographical area covered: The poject covers the Roman-German Empire of the Late 

Middle Ages in all its historically and culturally varied scope. Among the current European 

nations not only the Federal Republic of Germany but also the ten neighbouring or nearby 

states are completely or partially included: Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, 

Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Slovenia, the Czech Republic and Poland. 

 

2.2. Schedule: Data gathering is primarily determined by chronology. The first phase covers 

the sources from 1273 to 1347. Thus, the project begins with the closing year of the calendar 

of sources published by Julius ARONIUS (Regesten zur Geschichte der Juden), which is still 

indispensable for modern research despite its age.  

The end of the year 1347 is suited as a caesura for two reasons: First of all because of the 

death of Emperor Louis IV the Bavarian, a fact which made it easier for Charles IV to seize 

power and ascend the throne. The second reason is the fact that the pogroms of the Black 

Death began in the following year. A large number of documents from the second half of the 



fourteenth century are closely connected with this phase of persecutions which occurred all 

over the country. Further cuts for the publications are the years 1390 (beginning of the local 

and regional expulsions of Jews in Central Europe), 1440 (beginning of the reign of Emperor 

Frederick III) and finally 1519 (expulsion of the Jews from Regensburg and end of the 

banishment of the old major Jewish communities from major cities in the Roman-German 

Empire). 

In the first phase of the project, we gather, sort and register relevant sources, which – in 

some cases – have to be transcribed first. We summarize the sources and, where necessary, 

comment on them. In the first step, this happens on the basis of the Germania Judaica II, the 

dissertations and other publications written in Trier as well as on the basis of the databases 

available at the Arye Maimon-Institut für Geschichte der Juden. It is especially the new 

federal states in Eastern Germany where the archives have not been systematically searched 

through. Meanwhile, however, there is a repertory consisting of several volumes which 

facilitates this task (JERSCH-WENZEL/RÜRUP, Quellen). In the second step, all registered 

sources are reviewed on the basis of their archival transmissions. 

At the end of each phase of the project we want to publish both a printed and an online 

version of the editions and texts. The methods employed will not change significantly in the 

second and third phases, apart from the fact that the experience gathered will enable 

improvements which cannot be specified yet. 

Characteristic of the fourth phase (1441–1519) is the fact that numerous Jewish 

communities in the Roman-German Empire decreased considerably and finally ceased to exist 

because of a large number of expulsions. Despite this fact, the total number of documents for 

this period is so high – a result of the fact that many more written records were produced at 

that time than before – that it may be necessary to change the form of publication for the 

period after 1440 and to produce separate publications for individual regions of the Empire. 

Needless to say, it is nearly impossible to gather all documents dating from the times of 

Frederick III and Maximilian I, even if numerous archivists support us. 

In the context of this research, we also gather material which can be used for a new edition 

of the work by ARONIUS. Such a new edition is certainly desirable, but it cannot be achieved 

within the scope of our project.  

 

2.3. Work organization: The project director is experienced in editing and making accessible 

documents from archives and libraries. Together with the project staff he coordinates all steps 

within the project and constantly checks their implementation as well as the quality of the 

texts and documents prepared for publication. A senior researcher (the only one so far) is 

responsible for the organisation of the project in addition to his own source-related research. 

This includes especially the labour-intensive coordination of the workflow with the numerous 

participants who are indispensable for the project. 

The close cooperation with the Arye Maimon-Institut für Geschichte der Juden will create 

mutual benefits. Thus, the project manager of the Arye Maimon-Institut also supports the 



project in devoting part of his research to making sources accessible. Furthermore, it benefits 

from various elaborate databases which were produced by members of Trier University with a 

research focus on the history of Jews. These databases have been extended constantly. 

The academic project is accompanied and supported by staff of third-party funded projects 

led by the project director or other directors of the Arye Maimon Institut. Currently, this 

applies to the separate projects on the history of Jews in the Margraviate of Brandenburg (Jörn 

Christophersen), during the reign of Rudolph of Habsburg (Dr. des. Rainer Barzen and Dr. 

Lennart Günzel), Louis the Bavarian (Prof. Dr. Gerd Mentgen) and Sigismund (Dr. Christian 

Jörg). 

Furthermore, we collaborate with some graduate students who hold doctoral scholarships 

and who contribute sources which are important for their own personal research. Moreover, 

former graduates and assistants of the project leader voluntarily contribute valuable results in 

their special fields to the project. The same also applies to a number of scholars at other 

universities and in the archives. 

The project also benefits from existing contacts between the Institute and acknowledged 

historians in Europe, the United States and particularly in Israel, who are carrying out 

research in Jewish Studies. However, any fruitful collaboration between the project members 

and these international experts will require the continuous involvement of an experienced 

historian in the field of Jewish Studies. 

 

2.4. Data gathering: Concerning the data to be gathered, there are only few Hebrew 

documents compared to those in Latin and Middle High German. It is mostly documentary 

and narrative sources in Latin, Middle High or Low German, Old and Middle French as well 

as in Old Czech which are relevant to our project. 

An essential feature of the project is the integration of preferably all serial sources 

containing references to Jews. This rather diverse type of documentation has rarely been 

considered in previous editions. It includes account books, citizen rolls, lists of outlaws and 

court registers. The evidence in these books accords numerous new insights into Jewish 

everyday life and the basic conditions of Jewish life within a Christian environment. Thus, 

they provide essential supplements to those kinds of sources which are rather concentrated on 

norms or dominated by subjective attitudes. 

The project also considers information on the history of the Jews to be derived from other 

kinds of literature. These include poems, novels or epics, which will be presented either in 

extracts or in summaries, according to their length and importance. 

In general, the decisive criterion for including a source into the "corpus" is whether it can 

be classified chronologically and spatially. Hence, copies of theological and ecclesiastical 

works are mostly not taken into account because they cannot be classified in the way 

described. However, we comment on these texts when other sources, which we do include in 

the "corpus", allude to them. The implications of the treatise De regimine Iudaeorum, written 



by Thomas Aquinas for the duchess of Brabant in 1270, exemplify this point (Cf. CLUSE, 

Studien). 

The general criteria for including sources into the "corpus" also apply for the relevant 

Hebrew sources (cf. GRABOÏS, Sources hebraïques). For example, the so-called 

Memorbücher, the Hebrew entries in the Judenschreinsbücher (municipal registers of real-

estate held by Jews) of Cologne and the datable inscriptions, mostly on tombstones, are 

generally relevant. The latter are found in very large numbers at Würzburg and Spandau, 

where were removed from the Jewish cemeteries in the later medieval period. However, these 

great quantities are also significantly reduced when the above selection criteria are applied. 

Our work on Jewish tombstones is supported by the counsel and help from acknowledged 

specialists in this field. 

The number of historiographic sources in Hebrew written in the regnum teutonicum during 

the Middle Ages is small, especially for the time after 1273. The Hebrew accounts of the 

pogroms during the First Crusade (1096), written in the middle of the twelfth century, are 

obviously an exception.  

The enormous relevance which Hebrew sources bear on German history has been 

acknowledged by the recent inauguration of a series in the aforementioned Monumenta 

Germaniae Historica devoted solely to Hebrew sources. The first volume cotains the Hebrew 

accounts of the persecutions during the First Crusade, edited by Eva HAVERKAMP. This 

edition series is also highly relevant for Dr. Barzen’s dissertation on the Takkanot ShUM.  

Further Hebrew sources relevant for the "corpus" are the Piyyutim (elegies), as far as they 

deliver precise allusions to historical events (HOLLENDER, Reaktionen). The few Hebrew 

account books (TOCH, Geld und Kredit), bills, borrower's notes and bond certificates also 

have to be included into the "corpus". 

Halakhic compendia as well as most of the responsa (= written decisions and rulings given 

by Jewish scholars), however, will not become part of the "corpus", as they cannot be 

classified chronologically and spatially. Most responsa neither mention the names of the 

addressee nor of the persons involved in the legal proceedings. However, we will comment on 

historically relevant contents of responsa, treating them in a similar manner as we treat 

Christian theological and canon-law sources. A responsum written by Rabbi Meïr ben Baruch 

(born around 1220, died in 1293) is an example of such a responsum. It concerns the Jewish 

community of Stendal and reveals information not only on the early history of the community, 

but also on the early phase of a Jewish community in general. Due to the extremely difficult 

approach to this specific kind of source, the responsa for the project are edited in Jerusalem 

by Mr. Yacov Meir under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Simcha Emanuel, a leading expert in 

the field of medieval Hebrew responsa. 

All Hebrew sources or text passages not yet published in a reliable edition will be 

published both in the original Hebrew text as well as in a German translation. 

With regard to the Hebrew sources, the numerous Hebrew notes on the reverse sides of 

Latin or vernacular documents, which have not been collected and examined so far, are of 



great importance. Very frequently these notes provide additional contemporary information 

that is not included in the text of the document. Furthermore, they allow conclusions 

regarding place and manner of storage and, consequently, facilitate the reconstruction of 

Jewish community archives. 

 

2.5. Data Presentation: The staff of the project have drawn up guidelines on how to edit and 

summarize the sources. These guidelines are based on those of the Regesta Imperii and the 

MGH-Diplomata. All of our entries are made on the basis of the original source, not on the 

basis of a publication.  

Where regesta suffice, they should cover all relevant information contained in a document. 

In this case, the Regesta Imperii serve as a model for the formal layout of the regesta. When 

the full text needs to be provided, the edition is based on a moderately ‘diplomatic’ 

transcription. Full texts are required when a written document containing specific reference to 

Jews has previously been unknown, or when existing editions are inaccurate or inaccessible. 

Formulaic references, however, which we can often find, for instance, in connection with 

financial transactions, will only be represented as regesta, even if the source remains 

unpublished. 

If possible, every reference to Jews in serial sources will be listed separately. In addition, 

the commentary on the earliest entry relevant for our project will contain a short description 

of the respective source and its specific importance with regard to the mention of Jews. In the 

following entries a reference to the respective comment will be added.  

The description of the sources’ provenance and the way they were recorded will play a 

major role when we present the data. Only by paying special attention to things like these, we 

can correct any sorts of distortion and bias in the perception of Jewish history. Debt 

instruments written on parchment or entries in legal records concerning money transactions 

carried out by Jews, for example, have been preserved in much greater numbers than 

documents written or commissioned by Jews in other sectors. Here, however, it has to be 

taken into consideration that the conditions of preserving legal and business documents are 

much better in general. This is the reason why there are – in contrast to the Mediterranean 

area – only few sources which tell us something about the occupations of Jews who did not 

work as moneylenders. 

 

2.6. Digitization: Publication of the "corpus" will be both in print and online. At the end of 

each phase of the project a searchable chronological database will be presented. Even before 

this, the datasets in the form of concluded segments of the “corpus” are made available on the 

homepage of the project. 

On the one hand, this makes multifaceted material accessible for people interested in it. On 

the other hand, practical experience will be gained which can be helpful for optimising the 

final version. Furthermore, the advance publication of segments of the “corpus” gives us the 

chance to consider the local, regional as well as typological features of the sources more 



intensly than in the chronological print version of the whole “corpus”. Every segment is 

accompanied by an introduction, written by the respective editor. 

 
3. State of research 

 

For the history of the Jews in the Roman-German Empire during the Middle Ages, the 

Germania Judaica (GJ) handbook offers the most comprehensive account to date. However, 

we have to keep in mind that this project was meant to be confined to the German-speaking 

regions of the Roman-German Empire, even though this conception was not always strictly 

followed. The publication of the third part of GJ III, marked the end of the work on the 

medieval period. The findings presented in the earlier volumes of GJ II have to be com-

plemented, both from the results of research projects at the University of Trier concentrating 

on Jewish history as well as from those of various other studies. 

In addition to the volume by ARONIUS mentioned above, a number of individual editions, 

calendars of sources, and inventories have appeared, mostly focussing on particular regions 

(e.g. ANDERNACHT; BATTENBERG; BRAUNN; BRILLING; JERSCH-WENZEL/RÜRUP; KRACAUER; 

LÖWENSTEIN; PFISTER; STRAUS; SÜSSMANN; WEHLT; WIENER) or on particular themes 

(DINUR; E. HAVERKAMP; SALFELD). On the other hand, there is a lack of general and sys-

tematic collections of written and material sources for Jewish history in the Empire in the 

years after 1273. 

The project aims at removing the deficit in collecting the written sources, which has 

resulted in a significant lag when compared to other Europan countries, where editions have 

continuously been published over the previous decades: in particular, the Documentary 

History of the Jews in Italy (25 vols), Navarra Judaica (11 vols) and the Plea Rolls of the 

Exchequer of the Jews or the Entries of Jewish Interest in English Memoranda Rolls (6 vols) 

are worth mentioning. In France, a comprehensive publication of sources as part of the 

Nouvelle Gallia Judaïca project was conceived a long time ago. While this project can draw 

on extensive preparatory work, the first volume has not been finished yet. 

In contrast, the edition of documentary, historiographic, and literary sources on the 

medieval history of the Jews in modern Austria, edited by the Institute for Austrian Jewish 

History (St. Pölten) is much further advanced. The first two volumes of these Regesten zur 

Geschichte der Juden in Österreich im Mittelalter (“Calendar of sources on the history of 

Jews in Austria during the Middle Ages”) have already appeared (BRUGGER/WIEDL). The 

geographic area covered overlaps with that of the “Corpus” project, so that the “Austria 

Judaica-Regesten” are of great help to the project in Trier. The sources gathered in St. Pölten 

will be integrated into the more comprehensive “Corpus” database, where they are 

represented in a concise form and with reference to the Austrian collection.  

 

4. Cooperation 

 



The project benefits from various long-standing interdisciplinary and international con-

nections, most notably from the successful collaboration between acknowledged historians in 

Israel and the United States and the Arye Maimon-Institute. Their knowledge is necessary for 

making the Hebrew tradition accessible, but also for the classification and analysis of 

particular sources of Christian origin that offer an “internal”, Jewish perspective.  

The philological approach to Yiddish sources is ensured by the collaboration with the 

Department for Yiddish studies at Trier. Furthermore, we cooperate with colleagues at the 

Older German Philology department of our University and numerous Romance philologists, 

theologians, art historians and archaeologists. 

As far as historical analysis is concerned, connections were established with external 

specialists at other research institutions and archives. There is, for example, a productive 

exchange of knowledge and information between our project and the Regesta Imperii as well 

as the Institute for Austrian Jewish History. Specific agreements for the cooperation with 

further institutions have already been reached.  

 

5. Preliminary work 

 

The University of Trier has a long tradition of dedicated research on the history of the Jews, 

conducted by Professor Haverkamp and his team for more than three decades. The “Corpus” 

project builds on this tradition, which found an institutional focus in the Arye Maimon 

Institute for Jewish History, established in 1996. So far, about 20 doctoral dissertations and an 

abundance of other studies have emerged from various individual projects connected with the 

Arye Maimon-Institute. These individual projects were (and some still are) funded by the 

German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) in connection with the 

“Collaborative Research Centres” (SFB) 235 and 600, by the European Commission, or by the 

Fritz Thyssen Foundation.  

Further Ph.D. projects supervised by Professor Haverkamp, which focus on urban history, 

also deal with Jewish aspects. Other dissertation on the history of Jews are well advanced or 

currently prepared. Appropriate studies evolved in the form of master’s or exam theses. 

Recent dissertations concentrate on eastern regions of the Empire such as Thuringia, Bran-

denburg, or Moravia.  

Also worth mentioning are conference proceedings and anthologies published by HAVER-

KAMP et al. Most of these are geared towards central and western Europe: “Zur Geschichte 

der Juden”, “Hochfinanz”, “Judenvertreibungen”, “Juden und Christen”, “Jüdische Gemein-

den”, the volume on “Europas Juden im Mittelalter” edited by Christoph CLUSE (also avail-

able in English), as well as the conference proceedings “Beziehungsnetze aschkenasischer 

Juden während des Mittelalters und der frühen Neuzeit” published by Jörg MÜLLER.  

The annotated three-volume work “Geschichte der Juden im Mittelalter von der Nordsee 

bis zu den Südalpen” (2002) provides a cartographic reference for our project. It is rather 

oriented on western Europe and especially takes into account the western part of the regnum 



teutonicum. With its 105 maps on settlement, community, and persecution, as well as about 

1.800 entries on the registered places of settlement, this atlas offers a synthesis of more than 

25 years of research on the history of the medieval Jews at the University of Trier.  

The basic research is complemented by the studies on urban history directed by Professor 

Haverkamp. Among these, the multi-volume atlas “Die urbanen Zentren des hohen und späten 

Mittelalters. Vergleichende Untersuchungen zu Städten und Städtelandschaften im Westen 

des Reiches und in Ostfrankreich“, edited by Monika ESCHER and Frank G. HIRSCHMANN, is 

particularly helpful for our project.  

Moreover, we have access to a bibliography with more than 20.000 entries on the history 

of Jews in the Middle Ages, which is continuously being extended and indexed. The special 

library for the history of Jews in the Middle Ages, which was initiated by Professor 

Haverkamp three decades ago and is now situated in large parts in the Arye Maimon-Institute, 

is considered, at least for the German-speaking area, as unique. At all times this library is 

accessible to scholars and to contributors of the project.  

Equally relevant is the Institute’s extensive collection of sources and regesta, also situated 

at the seat of the “Corpus” project. The documentation concentrates more on the western part 

of the Empire. For extensive regions and much of the period under investigation, these 

thousands of sources offer an almost comprehensive coverage. 

The problem-oriented analysis of the data is an integral part in the conception of the 

project. The “Corpus” project aims at connecting basic research and applied research at an 

early stage.  

 

6. Summary  

 

All in all, problem-oriented research on the history of Jews is the basis for our long-term 

project. The processes of making the sources accessible and presenting them in the edition are 

inseparably connected with the research project. In this way, it effectively creates a new basis 

for research on the history of Jews in Central Europe. At the same time, it will offer a sound 

foundation for comparative studies of more than 250 years of European history, with 

promising inter-religious perspectives.  

The long-term project offers the chance to work against the prevailing neglect, among 

historians, of the role of Jews history. We are sure that our project will provide new insights 

into the importance of the long-term relationships between the two monotheistic faiths by 

offering insights into their local, regional, and cultural features. Moreover, it can be expected 

that the project will have a lasting positive effect on academic teaching, school education, and 

the public in general. 


